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CONFERENCE AT INSTITUTE 


The W. V. L. A. meeting of 1951 was 
held at Institute on the occasion of 


the dedication of W. Va. State college 
Library, October 19, 1951. The academic 
gathering at 10 A. M. was addressed by 
Luther H, Evans, the Librarian of Con-= 
gresse | 

Dr. Evans stressed that librori- 
ans should be willing to weed their 
collections of books and discard ma- 
terials no longer pertinent. Second- 
ly, he warned against following clab- 
oratc proccdures of cataloging whon 
they serve no useful prupose, and pointe 
ed out that the Library of Congress 
rules and practices are good only ' when 
they make sense in a particular library 


The rules are not a higher laws,smaller. 


libraries require less complicated 
practices. His remarks were witty 
telling to those in the profession, 
and encouraging to those of thecgencral 
public who heard them, Lastly, he 
pleaded for the continuance of the 
strong library tradition of f¥ecdom of 
access to information. He expressed 


his conviction that peoplé have a right~ 


to truth and that the sources of ine 
formation will be cut off only if peo~ 
ple are cowards. 

The procession moved to the new 
library where the doors were opened and 
the inspection tours started. After 
lunch, symposiums of the faculty and 
guests took place simultancously with 
library association section meetings. 
Tea for the librarians and gucsts pro-= 
vided a restful hour in the attractive 
faculty lounge of the library. 

The dinner mceting of the W.V.L.4. 
was held that evening, in Glasscock 
Hall, Members of the Association and 
the faculty of the College heard Dr. 
Errett W. McDiarmid, Dean of the Col- 
leges of Art, Science and Litcrature 
of the University of Minnesota, and 
formerly libratian there. 

Before the speech of the 

“4unthday cake with ten 


evening 
candles was 


presconted to the West Virginia Library 


Commissicn. It was  acceptcd Dora 
Ruth Parks, Exccutive Secretary, and 


cut and distributed by Mrs. Oliver 
Shurtleff, Chairman of the Commission 

After Miss Mary Wattles, Presicent 
of W. V. L. A. had introduced the pcopie 
at the speaker's tabic, Dr. McDiszinia 
gave a thoughtful discussion of the 
Amcrican heritage. Three charactcr- 
istics recoived his attention: the 
healthy conflict of ideas, the impor~- 
tance of the individual, and the im- 
portance of education, All three have 
been and are fostered by librarics. 
The mecting clOsed with a stirring de« 
mand by Dr. John W. Davis, President 
of W. Va. State, that libratians mect 
their rcsponsibilities to provide free 
access to truth. 

Saturday morning a board meeting 
was followcd by a general mecting and 
the election of officers. The adoption: 
of the Library Bill of Rights as the 
Association's own, climaxcd two days 
of mectings where the individual's 
right to information became the re- 
peated subject of serious considera- 
tion. (The Library Bill of rights was 
originally published in the ALA Bul= 
letin 42:285 (Jl-Ag 1948). Copies may 
be obtained from Robert North, Jr.,- 
Kanawha Cojnty Public Library, Charles- 
ton l. 

The Association is indeed sensi- 
ble of its indebtedness to W..Va. State 
for being host to the conference. The 
cordiality of faculty and students made 
the meeting a delight. 

Officers elected October 20, 1951 
are: President, Mr. Robert North, Jr.3 
Vice President, Mr. E. Hugh Bchymer.3 
Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Quarrier; 
Treasurer, Miss Rosa Oliver. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION 
The Public Library Section cf 


W. Ve. Le A. in a brief business meeting 
at 2:30 -pe. mo Friday «© afternoon, 
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October 19, 
Ebeling, 


elected Miss Virginia 

Chairman for the year 1952, 
The Executive Secretary of the W, Va. 
Library Commission, Miss Dora Ruth 

Parks, asked for an expression of sen= 
timent from the group regarding a pos= 
sible library workshop to be sponsored 
by the Commission. The group present 

went on record endorsing the idea, and 
as being willing to encourage and pro= 
mote such a training project, 

At 3:00 p. m. the members seperated 
jnto smaller round table groups. Mrs. 
Madalyn Bradford of the Huntington Pub- 
lic Library was chairman of the group 
discussing Technical Processes; Mrse 
Lawrence Tatterson of the’ Kanawha Coun= 
ty Public Library, chairman of the 
group on Special Services; Miss Wilma 
Brown of the Kanawha County Public Li- 
brary, chairman of the group interested 
in work with children; and Mr. Harold 
Harlan, of the Statc Library Commis- 
sion, 
Extension Work, 

At 4:15 p. m. all members of the 
section assembied for a panel discus- 


sion of Current Issucs in Public Li- 
brary Administration in W. Va., led by 
Miss Dora Ruth Parks, Othocr mcmbers 

of the pancl were: Mrs. Madalyn Brad- 
ford, and Mr. Robert North, Jr. The 

chairmon of the four round _ tables 

joined the panel, and preliminary to 

the more general discussion summarized 

the points brought out in theif groups. 
Mrs. Lila Adams, new field worker with 
the commission, recorded the various 

points as they were made. Miss Parks 

and the members of the panel then 

brought out in their discussion the 

limitations placed upon libraries in 

their accomplishments in all these 

ficlds and others by the present state. 
laws governing libraries in West Vir-- 
ginia. 


COLLEGE LIBRARY SECTION 


Mrs. Vivian Boughter presided over 
the group of twenty-seven members of 
the College Section of W. V. L. A. which 
met in the audio-visual rooms of W.Va. 
State Library, on October 19. 


chairman of the grnuup discussing 


Committee discussions. were ~ held 
on; Faculty Status of College Library. 
Staffs, Recruiting for Librarianship, 
and the Ourriculum for Teacher-Librar- 
ians. The latter topic is to be dis-~ 
dussed at the library s@8ction of the 
Association of Higher Education in 
the spring. 

The secretary was directed to col» 
lect the college library statistics 
and to mail them to the office of the 
Clerk of the Senate for publication in 
The WJ, Va. Blue Book. 

Officers elected for 1952 by ac- 
clamation were Mrs. Margaret Bobbitt, 
Marshall College, chairman; and Virgil 
Wynne, W. Va. Institute of Technology, 
secretary 

After the clection of officers, 
Mrs. Boughter introduced the first 
speaker, Mr. Walter C. Felty, Audio- 
Visual Director of Marshall College, 
who discussed the subject of the after- 
noon: "The College Audio-Visual Pro- 
gram as an independent department." 

Mr. Felty stated very clearly why 
many directors of audio-visual educa- 
tion preferred to be independént'of the 
library. He raised many thought pro- 
voking questions auch as the financing 
of the program by the library, with an 
already overburdened budget and also 
the trained personnel needed for such 
specialized service. 

Mr. York, Director of the Audio- 
Visual department of W. Va. University 
Library, was introduced as the next 
speaker to discuss the "College Audio= 
Visual Program: in the library", from 
the point of vicw of the Librarian, 
He pointed out that librarians were 
well qualified to service audio-visual 
aids because of the similiarity to li- 
brary reference work. He explained 
that the ovaluating and selecting of 
audio-visual materials for circulation 
and the classifying and housing of 
these matcrials is very similar to the 
methods used for other library mater- 
ials. 


MEMBERSHIP DUES 
We plan shortly to publish a 
membership list, either as a number of 
W. Va. Libraries, or separately, as a 
means of keeping the library interests 
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of the state in touch with each other. 
The list will probably include those 
who have been members during the past 
two years, with an indication of the 
paid-up memberships. If you have not 
already done so, please send your check 
for two dollars for 1951-52 to Miss 
Rosa Oliver, Librarian, Marshall Col- 
lege, Huntington, and brighten the 
life of the membership chairman, 








WHAT BECAME OF THOSE QUESTIONNAIRES ? 


From twelve questionnaires return- 
ed last year, and seven this year, a 
number of interesting ideas have been. 
culled; the Executive Board awaits 
some more returns. In case you have 
forgotten, the form appears«on: the last’ 
sheet of the conference bulletin. 


INVITATION 


The President of the Ohio Library 
Association, Mr. Ernest I, Miller, has 
suggested that some year the W.V.L.A. 
and the 0,L.A. have a joint meeting in 
a convenient spot. What does the mcm= 
bership think about this idea? Ohio's 
plans next year are for Toledo, dcfi- 
nitely an inconvenient spot, but the 
interest of both groups might be stim- 
ulated by a meeting together. 


FEDERAL LIBRARY BILL 


The Library Service Bill, S.1452, 
yas introduced in May by Senator Lis- 
ter Hill, Alabama, Senator George Aik~ 
en, Vermont, and Senator Paul Douglas, 
Tllinois, The bill has been reported 
favorably by the Senate Committee on 
Labor and Public Welfare. In the House 
eight identical bills have been intro- 
duced, one (H. R. 5311) by Congressman 
Cleveland M, Bailey of West Virginia. 
These bills have been referred to the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, 
of which Graham A. Barden, North Car- 
Oline, is chairman, 

S. 1452 aims to stimulate state 
library agency progrems for the 
strengthening of already existing in- 
adequate services and the extension 
of services to rural people without 
Such service, as each state agency 
feels could be done mast effectively, 
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and to provide means for studying meth-- 
ods of extending library services to 
rural areas. The bill provides for 
state agencies to submit plans for the 
use of federal funds; for an initial 
allotment of $40,000 to each state and 
the remainder allotted on a matching 
basis, according to the rural popule-- 
tion, and must be matched on the basis 
of the state's per capita income to 
the national income; the U. S. Commis-- 
sioner of Education must study the 
valucs, methods, and results of cach 
state's plan and must make his reports 
periodically. 

The new bill differs from the old 
Library Demonstration Bill in several 
ways and is more explicit. There is 
more freedom of action by the states 
in the new bill, as they may develop 
their services as they sec fits the 
definite five-year time limit, the de- 
finite cost to the government ---- 
$7,500,000 per year; the now bill takes 
into consideration both the rural pop= 
uletion and the state's ability to pay 
its share; there is a permissive clause 
which permits expansion of the program 
as funds and personnel are-available.. 

At this time, it is most impor- 
tant that librarians, lay pcople, -and 
organizations write to their Congress- 
men urging support of the bill. The 











We. Va. Senators are Harley M. Kilgore 
and Matthew M. Neely. Letters should 
also be written to Mr. Barden, ckadre 


man of the House committee, and to Mr, 
Bailey, who introduced the bill. 


CHARLES E, BUTLER AWARDED FELLOWSHIP 


Mr. Charles E. Butler, Librarian of 
West Virginia University, has been a- 
warded a Guggenheim Fellowship to work 
on his projected novel about Ireland. 
He and Mrs. Butler plan to go abroad 
in June, 1952, and will make Dublin 
their headquarters. They hope to spend 
some time “in “England and’ >to visit 
France. They expect to be away for a 
yoare 

FEFEFAEEEFEEEEEHEEP HEPES HHT 
Cataloging, we admit, 

Is work that is extolled by none 
Because you never notice it, 

Unless it isn't being done. 

-Nina Napier- 





all HAs ere Ore eH BA OM DBD Aan river so ED YFP OPV Ves FF VY YP TU Sry ee ee ee ee ee ee bas aa 











December 1951 





WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARIES 





manatee 





PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 


Ste Albans Public Library: A new 
library is aborning in St. Albans, Ka- 
nawha County. After a ycar of spade 
work by A.A.U.W. members and others 
the St. Albans Public Librery was in= 
corporated October 23, 1951 as a prise 
vate organization, with broad fpublic 
library objectives. 

It is negotiating for quarters to 
refurnish, cquip, and ready for busi- 
ness. People are giving their time, 
cash and work. The Kanawha Public Li- 
brary has aided with advices; will set 
up the registration, circulation, and 
statistical systems to coincide with 
its own, will supply large deposit .col- 
lections, and catalog books belonging 
to the library. It is hoped that in 
due course the municipality will ap-= 
propriate funds for the library's op- 
eration. 

Where large libraries, because of 
tax limitations, cannot expand their 
service, smaller localities may be able 
to do something about it. The hanti- 
eaps which such small libraries in- 
evitably have, can be partly overccme 
by friendly and cooperative relations 
with larger librarics, Thosc interest- 
ed in following or contributing to this 
venture, may write to Mrs. Richard Sny- 
der, 24 Carroll St., St. Albans, 





Kanawha County Public Library: 


Circulation of books was up 7% over 


last year to 475,425 and the book stotk 
increased 10% to a total of 132,000° 
volumes. The budget for 1951-52 is 

$137,973. 


The triennially voted special levy 
for educational funds, over and above 
normal maximum taxes, was voted in Ka- 
nawhe County on November 27 by a_ sub= 
stantial majority. This measure as- 


sures another 3 years of life to the 
library. About half of its budget is 
derived from the money raised by this 
levy. The remainder comes from the 
general fund of the Kanawha County 
Schools, 


In March 1944 Miss Wilma Brown of 
Boy's and Birl's Department initiated 
an exchange of books and friendly 


letters with the public library in Hen= 
don, England, This friendly “intsre 
change has been continuing and = re- 
ceived e great deal of interest when 
Miss Jan Austen of Charleston peter 
ally presented some gift books to sis. 
don library, In November K.C.P.l. ro» 
ceived a scarpbook and book from 
land and are preparing one to send i}. 
return. 

The Vacation Reading Club of cvs 
and Girls Department encouraged 726 
chileren to cnroll with a total of 
6,087 books read. One boy read 265. 
one girl 328, and 134 read 20 or rire 
books during the past summer, 

Mr. Robert North, Jr., 
has written an article on the 
for the West Virginia State 
for December 1951. 
ed to Kanawha County. 

Miss Janc Brand prepared a list, of 
articles and books on wage payment and 
pension plans for the December issus 
of Kenawha Commerce, published by the 
Charleston Chamber of Commerce. 


COLLEGE LIBRARY NEWS 


West Virginie University: 
1951 a new addition to the 


consisting of five floors 
above the old structure was complet:d. 
Four of these are stack levels and cne 
is for public a On _— flocr 
are 


book, 


Librarian, 
Lidvar 
Meri Sue 
The issue is devsss 


In July 
library 
extend ug 


Wes ‘ c?A IS 


documents, 9 —. a aa -  S Z 
rooms. Painted in modern sardes of 
green, gray, 
ed by overhead fluorescent lemps, those 
rooms are bright and cheerful. With 
these extra rooms the scating capacity 


ee A met 


yellow, anc rod and lisnte. 


of the library has increased by 540 
seats. 

The rare bock room contains. the 
valuable 7,000 piece Dayton book  col- 
lection. The rarest item in this col- 
lection is Shakespeare's First Folic~ 
(1623), which is the first printed 
edition of the author's collectad 
plays. The Third Folio (1664), d2- 
longing to Julia Marlowe, has the 


joint bookplate of this famous ac*ress 
and her husband. 


include works of:’ Milton, Dickens, 


Other first ed:2cious. 
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Thackeray, Kipling, Twein, Lowell, 
Longfellow, Whittier, et..al. .One of 


the most interesting books is the 
Nuremberg Chronicle (1493), which is 
an illustrated history of the world 
from creation to the time it was 


printed. It is usually cited as one 
of the finest works of the fifteenth 
century. 


The old periodical and reserve 
room on the south end of the third 
floor has ben converted toa general 
reading room. The open=shelf collec- 
tion in this room is for student 
browsing and supplementary reading. 
Two reader's advisors are there to 
answer questions and charge books. 

The new card catalog is in the 
reference room. Divided into two sece 
tions it stands at one end of the room 
and holds 864 trays, When full it 
will hold a million cards for about 
400,000 books, the estimated capacity 
of the library. 


Marshall College: The James E, 
Morrow Library has acquired several 
first editions of Ohio Valley history 
for the Rare book colle¢tion. The li- 
brary has purchased also the Folk=lore 
Record superseded by . the Folk-lore 
Journal, and Folk-lore complete since 
1883, With these bound volumes_ the 
library has purchased about fifty 
rare=book publications of the folk=lore 
society. The Morrow Library has been 
very fortunate to locate nine volumes 
of the American Archives, fourth ser- 
ies, beginning with the 1774 issue. 


Potomac State: 
was opened November 1, in Potomac 
State's new Science Hall.. This library 
includes most of the books in the 
fields of biological and physical 
science end engineering. It will be 
open Monday through Friday afternoons 
from 1:30 to 4:30 with Miss Patricia 
irnold, a student, in charge of the 
loan desk, Itis felt that this new 
departmental library will give some 
relief to the desperate need for space 
in the main library. 


A Science Library 


Ni 


A 


aiew 


West Institute -of ~Tech- 
nology: Last December the library of 


WeV.1l.T. decided to try as an exzpeore 


iment the addition of recordings to 
its collection. Since there was no 


space for sound proof listening rooms 
it was decided to buy an earthone 
phonograph and to place it in <he 
browsing lounge. The idea met wirh 
great success. The phonograph has 
been in almost constant use since the 
day it was received. The deman’ i: sce 
great in fact that another phe.o, 7 ph 


has been ordered and will soon we in 
operation. Recordings in the collec- 
tion include such subjects as: Light 
Music, Opera, Musical Comedy, Sericus 
Drama, Poetry, Symphony, and Orato- 
rio. 


ONNEL EBB AND FLOW 


Kanawha County Public Librery: 
Mr, George Williams of the Referanse 
Department was promoted to be head of 
the department effective December 1, 
1951. Mr. Williams came to the li- 
brary Junc 1, from Kent State Univer- 
sity, Ohio. 

On January 1, 1952, Mr. Charles 
A. Loudermilk, Jr. will join the staif 
as Reference Assistant, coming direct- 
ly from taking his Master's Degree at 
George Peabody Library School, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. He also holds a 
Master's Degree in Education, and 
worked in Acquisitions at the Univer- 
sity of Georgie Library, Atlanta Div- 
ision, last year. 

Miss Joanne Greenspun joined the 
Staff of the Extension Department in 
July. She is a graduate of Wellesley 
and received her Library Degree from 
the University of Washington in 
Seattle. 

Mrs. Mary V. Hays 
July when her husband was transferred 
to Washington. She is now cataloging 
at the Library of Congress. 

Two staff members, Mrs. Mabel 
Pumo and Mrs. Martha Wharton, resigned 
this summer end are now the _ proud 
mothers of baby girls. 


resigned in 
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West Virginia Librarics is the the new general reading room. Mr . 
Official organ of the West Virginia Dean Garlow is s¢nior refcrenece li- 
library Assofiation. It is published brarian. Long amember of the none 
quarterly. Contributions and other professionel svaff, Miss Ruth Flocgety 
communications should be addressed 4s now cocuments iJibrerzan, sac om 
to the appropriate Editorial Assistant. Wleted Ler lisrer:: cogree this stmuuct 
it Unirnvsi’; of Xeutucky, Her assist- 
ant is iss €mvilde Stump (1. V. 0. '51) 
Fol. 43 NOs & December 1951 Vr, Fuad Genoce, formorly chicf ct 
Editor..Virgil J, ‘Vynne, W. Va. Insti- audio-v"s1al aids, left in October fre 
tute of Technology, Montgomery. Ball Sante “eachers, — Indiana. 
Co-Editor..Margarct S, Bobbitt, Mar- Mr. Rourt Yerk (Chicago '48) is now 


shall College, Huntington, 

Mitoricl Assistanteersecccccccvceseceves 
Mrs, Robert North Jr., Kanawha 
County Public Library, Charleston 
Association News. 

Nancy Mathews, Ohio County Public 


Library, Whecling, Public Library 
News. 

Mary Shipper, Potomac State 
School, Keyser. College Library 
News. 

Hazel Fisher, Thomas Jefferson 
Junior H. S., Charleston. School 


Library News. 








West Virginia University Library: 

Miss Mary Wattles has been ap= 
pointcd head of sptécial  colléctishs,. 

Miss Katherinc Crecl of the cire- 
culation department is new this year. 
A native of Morgantown and a graduate 
of Drexel '47, Miss Creel comes to 
WV. V. U. from the Free Public Library 
of Philadclphia,. 


Miss Elizabeth Downey has replaced 
Miss Maryella Durigg aes chief of cir- 
culation. Miss Durigg, who is now 


Mrs, James Hitt, 
Library at Harvard, 
Several other now pcople ere on 
the library staff this year. Miss 
Barbara. Burhans of the reference de- 
partment comes from Washington, D. C. 
Mr, Vito Brenni, clso of reference 
comes from New York State where he 
taught English and Foreign Languages. 
Mrs, Virginie Perry is a junior li- 
brarinn doing reader's advisory work 
in the new general reading room. For 


went to the Baker 


several years she was an English in- 
Structor at the University. Mr. John 
Preston (Columbia '49) is in charge of 


acting uhicf of that department. 


James 38. Morrow Library, Marshall Cgl- 
lege: iffss Helen Schnweikart, ascirr 


tant Reference Librarian was ue al 


to Mr. Donald F. Jenkins of Huntinystos 
on the 20th of July, in the First 
Methodist Church of Huntington, Mrs, 
Jenkins is the daughter of Mre . 


Phillip Schweikart of Huntington cud 
Mr. Jerkins is the son of the late 


Eastham Jenkins and Mrs. Jenkins of 
Huntington. 
trs. Ruth Bosworth formerly 


clork-typist in the cataloging depart~ 
ment is now secretary to Miss Rosa 
Oliver, head librarian. Miss Ruth 
Canpbell of Milton is now clerk typ- 


ist replacing Mrs. Bosworth in the 
cataloging department. 
Potomac State School: Mrs. Bill Sim- 


mons was appointed assistant librarian 
of the Potomac State School Library, 
beginning her dutics et the opening of 
the term in September. She replaced 
Mrs. Hilda Worley who resigned beccuse 
of illness. Mrs. Simmons was the for- 
mer Miss Frances Tuckwiller of Lewis- 
burg. She was married fugust 11, to 
Bill Simmons, Farm manager of Potomac 
State School Farm. 


West Virginia State College: The new 
library at W. Va. State College, has 


three new staff members to assist Mrs, 
Leaoneed P. Drain, Librarien,. Confecr- 
ence members had the pleasure of meet= 
ing thom, These members were: liiss 
Muricl Osborne from Fairfield, flebama, 
Miss Erma D. McLemorc, and Miss Enmy 
Lou Sleet, New graduates from Atlante 
University Library School. 
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